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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 9 and its dependent claim 10 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as 
being in improper form because claim 9 recites that it is dependent on itself. For the 
purpose of examination we assume that the claim 9 is dependent on claiml . See 
MPEP § 608.01 (n). Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this 
title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-13,15-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ridgeway (US patent number 4050396) in view of Oja (US patent number 4699597). 

4. In re claim 1 Ridgeway '396 disclose a portable water bailing device for a boat 
including: 

• An apparatus ,in figure 1-3, for removing liquid from a body of liquid .apparatus 
comprising a hollow body (10) which in use retains a pump inlet (26),within an 
interior of the hollow body (1 0) ,the hollow body having one or more openings 
(22) for ingress of liquid. 

But Ridgeway '396 fails to disclose: 

• Hollow body having a substantially spheroidal or ovoidal shape 
However,Oja'597 teaches a bailing device for boat including: 
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• Hollow body (14) having a substantially spheroidal or ovoidal shape, in figure 2 
and column 2, lines 56-64. 

5. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the bailing apparatus of Ridgeway '396 by making 
the shape of the hollow body oval or spherical as taught by Oja'597 in order to reduce 
drag and thus facilitate mooring. 

6. In re claim 2 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claiml disclose the 
claimed invention: 

Oja'597 discloses: 

• Openings (34) are located at a circumferential portion of mid section of the hollow 
body (32),in figure 2. 

7. In re claim 3 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claiml disclose the 
claimed invention: 

Oja'597 discloses: 

• The hollow body (32) has an elliptical shape, in column 2, lines 56-64 

8. In re claim 4 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claiml disclose the 
claimed invention: 

Oja'597 discloses: 

• The hollow body (32) is non floatable (submerged under water level 20) ,in figure 
1. 

9. In re claim 5 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claiml disclose the 
claimed invention: 
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Ridgeway '396 discloses: 

• One or more openings in the hollow body comprise a plurality of spaced 
openings (22), in figure 3. 

Oja'597 discloses: 

• One or more openings (34,40) in the hollow body (32) ,which are arranged in a 
row about the mid section or mid part of the hollow body which has the greatest 
diameter, in figure 2 . 

1 0. In re claim 6 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claiml disclose the 
claimed invention except mentioning that there is a single elongate opening in the 
hollow body about its central diameter. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the modified 
bailing apparatus of Ridgeway '396 and Oja'597 by selecting only a single openings 
instead of plural apertures (as disclosed by Ridgeway '396) as a matter of design choice 
based on the volume flow rate of the fluid to be removed and also the capacity of the 
pump/motor. 

11. In re claim 7 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claim 6 disclose the 
claimed invention except mentioning that the opening in the hollow body is adjustable in 
width. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to adjust the width of the opening as a matter of design 
choice based on the required volume flow rate of the fluid to be removed and also the 
capacity of the pump/motor. 
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12. In re claim 8 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claiml disclose the 
claimed invention: 
Oja'597 discloses: 

• The hollow body (32) is comprised of two or more components which are 
releasbaly attached to each other, in figure 3 ,4 and column 2, lines 56-62. 

13 In re claim 9 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claiml disclose the 
claimed invention: 
Oja'597 discloses: 

• The hollow body (32) is comprised of two half (32a, 32b) or semi components 
which are attached to each other about the mid section or area of greatest 
diameter, in figure 3 and column 2, lines 56-62. 

14. In re claim 1 0 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claim 9 disclose the 
claimed invention: 

Oja'597 discloses: 

• One component is hingedely attached to the other component at adjacent 
respective ends of each component, in figures 3 ,4 and column 3, lines 18-21 

1 5. In re claim 1 1 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claiml disclose the 
claimed invention: 

Oja'597 discloses: 

• The hollow body (32) has a retaining means (44) which in use retains the pump 
inlet (34) within the follow body (32),in figure 2,4. 
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16. In re claim 1 2 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claiml 1 disclose the 
claimed invention: 

Oja'597 discloses: 

• The retaining means is a plurality of upright rods (44) attached to an internal 
surface of the hollow body (32) ,in figure 1 and 2 

1 7. In re claim 1 3 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claiml 1 disclose the 
claimed invention except mentioning that the retaining means is a plurality of peripheral 
ribs located on an internal surface of the hollow body surrounding the pump inlet. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to install a plurality of ribs inside the hollow body because 
such modifications is commonly done in the art to strengthen pressure vessels 
or other shell structures. 

18. In re claim 1 5 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claiml 1 disclose the 
claimed invention: 

Oja'597 discloses: 

• The apparatus includes the pump inlet (34) ,in figure 2. 

19. In re claim 16 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claiml 5 disclose the 
claimed invention except mentioning that the pump inlet includes a non return valve. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to install a non return check valve to prevent back flow 
because such modification is very known in the art. 
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20. In re claim 17 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claim15 disclose 
the claimed invention except mentioning that the pump is located external of the body 
of liquid. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to install the pump outside of the enclosure, 
since it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention involves only 
routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. 

21. In re claim 18 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claim15 disclose the 
claimed invention except mentioning that the pump inlet is connected to the pump by a 
hose. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to connect the pump inlet to the pump by a hose 
since such method of connecting a pump inlet is very known in the art. 

22. In re claim 19 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claim18 disclose the 
claimed invention except mentioning that the hose is pivotally attached to the hollow 
body. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to pivotally attach the hose to the hollow body in 
order to allow the free movement of the hollow body since such modification is 
well known in the art. 

23. In re claim 20 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claim17 disclose the 
claimed invention: 

Ridgeway '396 discloses: 

• The pump (enclosed in 10) is located on boat (equivalent to pontoon or raft 
structure), in figure 2. 
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24. In re claim 21 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claim18 disclose the 
claimed invention: 

Ridgeway '396 discloses: 

• The hollow body (10) is provided with one (42) or a plurality of hose 
apertures, in figure 1 . 

25. In re claim 22 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claiml disclose the 
claimed invention except mentioning that the pump inlet contains a strainer. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to pivotally attach a strainer to pump inlet in order to 
prevent debris since such modification is well known in the art. 

26. In re claim 23 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 disclose the claimed invention: 
Ridgeway '396 discloses: 

• An apparatus ,in figures 3,for removing liquid from a body of water .apparatus 
comprising a hollow body (10) which in use retains a pump inlet (26) within the 
hollow body, the hollow body having one or more openings (22) for ingress of 
liquid . 

Oja'597 discloses: 

• The hollow body (32) is comprised of two components (32a, 32b) which are 
releasbaly attached to each other, in figure 3 and 4 and column 2, lines 56-62. 

27. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ridgeway 
'396 in view of Oja '597 as applied to claim 1 .further in view of Guilmette (US patent 
number 6435849). 
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28. In re claim 14 Ridgeway '396 in view of Oja'597 as applied to claiml disclose the 
claimed invention except: 

• The hollow body is provided with an attachment means for attaching a tether. 
But Guilmette'849 disclose a fluid pump including: 

• The hollow body is provide with an attachment means (72) for attaching a tether, 
in figure 9 and column 5, lines 34-37. 

29. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the modified pump of Ridgeway '396 and Oja'597 
By installing an attachment means as taught by Guilmette'849 in order to stabilize the 
hollow body. 



Conclusion 

30. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Amene S. Bayou whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3214. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Devon Kramer can be reached on 571-272-71 18. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 



Application/Control Number: 10/595,106 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3746 

more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free)? If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Devon C Kramer/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3746 



